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EDITORIAL
W h a t  w i t h  t h e  ' s i l l y  s e a s o n 1 

h i a t u s  a n d  m y  s e c o n d m e n t  f r o m  A M D  

to F o r e s t  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  at 
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  l a s t  m o n t h ,  t h i s  
is the f i r s t  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  the 
y e a r  a n d  t h e f i r s t  o f  m y  e d i t o r 
s h i p .  It is t h e r e f o r e  m o r e  a p p r o 
p r i a t e  for m e  t o  w i s h  y o u  a l l  a 
s u c c e s s f u l  Y e a r  o f  the Ox  s i n c e  
the L u n a r  N e w  Y e a r  c a m e  s o m e  t h r e e  
w e e k s  l a t e r  t h a n  'The Y e a r  A f t e r 1 .

1 9 8 5  p r o m i s e s  to be a n  e x c i t i n g  
y e a r  for O R S N Z . A l r e a d y  w e  w o u l d  
h a v e  h ad  M a r t i n  F i e l d h o u s e  s p e a k  
at f o u r  c e n t r e s  o n  K a r m a r k a r ' s  
a l g o r i t h m  f o r  l i n e a r  p r o g r a m m i n g .  
P l a n s  a r e  w e l l  in h a n d  f o r  t he  

g u r u  o f  LP, G e o r g e  D a n t z i g ,  to be 
g u e s t  s p e a k e r  at the A n n u a l  C o n 
f e r e n c e .  So  t h i s  is a n o t - t o - b e -  
m i s s e d  e v e n t .

V a c a n c i e s  at A M D  a n d  m o v e m e n t s  of 
s o m e  S o c i e t y  m e m b e r s  u n d e r l y  t h e 
b u o y a n t  m a r k e t  f o r  p e o p l e  w i t h  O R  
s k i l l s .  T h e  S o c i e t y  c o n t i n u e s  p r o 
m o t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  at the u n i v e r 
s i t y  l e v e l ( m o r e  o n  t h i s  e l s e w h e r e )  
w i t h  a n  e x p a n d e d  e d u c a t i o n  b u d g e t  
a nd  p l a n s  to c r e a t e  an a w a r e n e s s  
of O R  at th e  h i g h  s c h o o l  l e v e l  in 
the n e a r  f u t u r e .

T h e  1 98 4  A G M  s a w  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n 
g e s  to C o u n c i l .  Y o u r s  t r u l y  r e 
p l a c e s  S u e  N i c o l l  as N e w s l e t t e r  
E d i t o r .  S u e  h a s  d e c i d e d  to d e v o t e  
m o r e  t i m e  to d e e r  r e c o v e r y  in t h e  
w o p s . M y  r u n n i n g  c o l l e a g u e ,  B r u c e  
B e n s e m a n  r e p l a c e d  P r o f  M e r v  R o s s e r  
as S o c i e t y  P r e s i d e n t .  A  w e l l - k n o w n  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  p r o f i l e s  b o t h  in 
t hi s i s s ue .

I woiild. --li-ke -to* Pern 
t h a t  t he  N e w s l e t t e  
m o u t h p i e c e ,  n o t  m i n e ,  
o n s  on i s s u e s  a f f e c t i  
e t y  o r  t he  p r o f e s s i  
a n d  r e v i e w s  of ac t i  
r e v i e w s ,  o d d  s n i p p e t  
i t e m s  of i n t e r e s t  w o u  
ly a p p r e c i a t e d  f o r  i 
t he  N e w s l e t t e r .  S e n d  
m e  at t h e a b o v e  a d d r e

I n d  y o u  a l l  
r is y o u r  
Y o u r  o p i n i 

ng t h e S o c i -  
o n,  n o t i c e s  
v i t i e s ,  b o o k  
s a n d  o t h e r  
Id be g r e a t -  
n c l u s i o n  in 
m a t e r i a l  to 
s s .

O R S N Z  C o u n c i l  1 9 8 4 / 8 5

P r e s i d e n t
V i c e - P r e s

S e c r e t a r y

T r e a s u r e r
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M e m b e r s
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T h e  $ 6 4  , t)00 Q u e s t i o n

S c i c o n  L t d  (a m e m b e r  o f  t h e B P  
G r o u p )  is a l e a d i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e r  
a nd  s u p p l i e r  of  M a t h e m a t i c a l  P r o 
g r a m m i n g  s o f t w a r e .  Its p r o d u c t s  
i n c l u d e  a m a t r i x  g e n e r a t o r  g e n e r a 
t or  ( M G G ) ,  o p t i m i s a t i o n  p a c k a g e  
S C I C O N I C / V M ,  M i c r o L P  a n d  M i n i L P  
*/hich c a n  s o l v e  p r o b l e m s  o f  u p  to 
300 r o w s  b y  500 c o l u m n s  a n d  M i -  
- r o F E E D  a n d  M i n i F E E D  w h i c h  a r e 
d e s i g n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  s o l v e  
[ e e d m i x  t y p e  L P s .

S ci co n  is s e e k i n g  a d i s t r i b u t o r 
ship in N e w  Z e a l a n d .  A n y o n e  i n t e 
rested s h o u l d  c o n t a c t :

Mr. P. B r y a n - T a t h a m

M a t h .  P r o g .  P r o d u c t s  M a n a g e r
S c i c o n  Ltd
B r i c k  C l o s e
K i l n  F a r m
M i l t o n  K e y n e s
M K 1 1  3 EJ
E N G L A N D

N e w  j o u r n a l

T h e  ' N e w  Z e a l a n d  J o u r n a l  of 
e c h n o l o g y 1 c o m m e n c e s  p u b l i c a t i o n  
h i s  m o n t h .  S u b s c r i p t i o n s  ( $ 4 2  p e r  
e a r  f o r  4 i s s u e s )  a n d  f u r t h e r  
n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m :

T h e  P u b l i c a t i o n s  O f f i c e r ,

S I P C ,
P . O .  B o x  9 7 4 1 ,
W e l l i n g t o n

A f t e r  h i s  l a s t  c o n f e r e n c e  effort,! 
' V a l u a t i o n  o f  I n v e n t o r y  w i t h  A p 
p l i c a t i o n  to S l o w - m o v i n g  I n v e n t o r y  
u n d e r  I n f l a t i o n  a n d  D e c l i n i n g  
D e m a n d ' ,  w i l l  w e l l - k n o w n  m e m b e r ,  
J o h n  G e o r g e ,  b e  a b l e  to s e l l  h i s  
e x p e r t i s e  t o  a l l  t h o s e  b o o k s e l l e r s  
w i t h  p i l e s  o f  O r w e l l ' s  '1984' to 
g e t  r i d  o f ?

Y O U N G  S C I E N T I S T S ' S  F U N D

P R I N C E  A N D  P R I N C E S S  O F  W A L E S  
S C I E N C E  A W A R D S

T h e s e  t w o  a w a r d s  a r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  

b y  th e R o y a l  S o c i e t y  of N e w  Z e a 
l a n d.  T h e  f i r s t  p r o v i d e s  f u n d s  of 
u p  to $ 1 0 0 0  to a s s i s t  y o u n g  s c i e n 
t i s t s  ( u n d e r  32) to a t t e n d  t h e i r  
f i r s t  o v e r s e a s  c o n f e r e n c e ( s ) . T h e  
l a t t e r  a r e  a w a r d e d  to NZ s c i e n 
t i s t s  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i s t s  to w o r k  
o v e r s e a s  f o r  s h o r t  p e r i o d s .

D e t a i l s  of t h e s e  a w a r d s  a r e  u s u a l 
ly c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  R o y a l  S o c i e t y  
n e w s l e t t e r .  F u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a v a i l a b l e  f r o m :

T h e  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  
R o y a l  S o c i e t y  o f  N e w  Z e a l a n d  
P r i v a t e  Bag 
W e i 1 i ng ton



I . F . O . R . S .

I NTERNATI ONA L FEDERATION OF OPERATI ONAL RESEARCH SOCIETIES

letter from  the president

THE FIVE D ECADES OF O P E R A T I O N A L  RESEARCH No. 27, March 1985

In 1938 the term "Operational Research" was created and used for a team in the Royal Air 
Force of Britain (see Harold Larnder: "The Origin of Operational Research", in: Opera
tional Research *78, ed. by K.B. Haley, Amsterdam 1979, pp. 3-12). The field developed 
and grew and survived some changes during its history of now almost five decades.

In the decade of the forties, Operational Research was more or less understood as a 
pragmatic interdisciplinary approach to the organisation and operation of sociotechnical 
systems and, in particular, to the solution of urgent and important management problems, 
mainly in the military field.

In the decade of the fifties, Operational Research received a solid foundation of math
ematics. This was a period full of basic scientific and technical innovations. Linear 
programming (duality theory, upper bounds, decomposition, cutting plane techniques in
cluded), dynamic programming, network analysis techniques, network flow algorithms, ex
ponential smoothing were inventions of this decade, and also game theory, stochastic 
processes and queueing theory, simulation techniques belonged to the fields of rapid de
velopment in those years. Branch and bound and systems dynamics came with the step to the 
sixties. In addition, the fifties brought the penetration of Operational Research into 
private enterprises. The fifties were the decade in which the first dozen of national 
‘Operational Research Societies and IFORS as their International Federation were founded. 
Many of our most important journals started in the fifties.

In the decade of the sixties, Operational Research was promoted to an academic discipline. 
[Uncounted universities all over the world established Operational Research programmes; 
many textbooks and monographs were written. The Operational Research journals grew in 
number and size. Many new Operational Research Societies were founded, and most of our 
Societies enjoyed a steady increase in membership. In addition to the military field and 
■the private enterprises, public authorities became the third area of application. The 
mathematical techniques were refined and improved such that the technical tool kit for 
the seventies was an almost perfect one.

[The seventies were a decade of consolidation. Equipped with the kit of powerful tools 
many problems could successfully be treated in practice, and much of the Operational Re
search work became publicly acknowledged. However, the seventies were also a decade of 
stagnation in our field - at least the second half. One indication of stagnation among 
others was that the Operational Research Societies ceased to grow in size. The period of 
stagnation was accompanied by a critical discussion about the content, the purpose, and 
the future of Operational Research.

The eighties may be considered as the decade of challenge for Operational Research. We 
have a powerful technical tool kit, but there is competition from information processing, 
from artificial intelligence, from logistics and robotics and other branches of technology 
and automation. We can build upon our old virtue, interdisciplinarity, but are we still 
sufficiently experienced in this virtue? At least, there is a huge variety of problems 
which wait for feasible solutions to which the Operational Research community can con- - 
tribute. Today's world is not only shaken by several regional and civil wars, by the 
confrontation between the West and the East, by the North-South-Conflict, and by finan
cial breakdowns, unemployment, overpopulation, hunger, crime, lack of education, weakness 
of leadership etc. It is also shaken by strong waves of technological development. To 
keep the world and its parts - at the national and regional levels as well as at the 
level of the enterprise - under control requires advice from many experts. What will the 
contribution of the Operational Research community be?

Heiner Mu 1ler-Merbach 
President of IFORS



T h e  2 1 s t  A G M

S e v e n t e e n  m e m b e r s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  
S o c i e t y ' s  2 1 s t  A G M ,  h e l d  in t h e  
c o n v i v i a l  s u r r o u n d i n g s  o f  t h e  C o r 
n e r  B a r ,  d e  B r e t t ' s  H o t e l  W e l l i n g 
t o n  o n  22 N o v e m b e r  l a s t .  N o t  t h e  
W e l l i n g t o n  w e a t h e r  b u t  a n  a i r p o r t  
c r a s h  f i r e m e n ' s  s t r i k e  p r e v e n t e d  
o u r  o u t g o i n g  P r e s i d e n t , M e r v  R o s s e r  
a n d  g u e s t  s p e a k e r ,  D a v i d  J a c k ( A H I )  
a r r i v i n g  f r o m  A u c k l a n d .

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ,  B r u c e  B e n s e m a n  
c h a i r e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a n d  d u l y  p r e s 
e n t e d  t h e  A n n u a l  R e p o r t .  T r e a s u r e r  
K a r e n  G a r n e r  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  1 9 8 3 / 8 4  
a c c o u n t s .  D u e  t o  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  
c o n t i n u e d  h e a l t h y  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t 
ion, s u b s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  t o  r e m a i n  
a t  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  l e v e l .

O f f i c e r s  f o r  1 9 8 4 / 8 5  w e r e  a l l  n o m 
i n a t e d  a n d  ( d e m o c r a t i c a l l y )  e l e c 
t e d  u n o p p o s e d .  B r u c e  B e n s e m a n  
b e c o m e s  o u r  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  A n d r e w  
S m i t h  a s c e n d s  t o  t h e  V i c e - P r e s i 
d e n c y .  G a r y  E n g  a n d  T a p a s  S a r k a r  
a r e  n e w  f a c e s  o n  C o u n c i l .  (A l i s t  
o f  C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s  a n d  p o r t f o l i o s  
a p p e a r s  e l s e w h e r e  in t h i s  n e w s l e t 
t e r .  Ed.)

G e n e r a l  b u s i n e s s  c o v e r e d  t h e  a g e  
o l d  t o p i c s  o f  c o n f e r e n c e  t h e m e  a n d  
o v e r s e a s  v i s i t o r s .

W i t h o u t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  A G M  s p e a 
k e r , t h e  m e e t i n g  e n d e d  a b o u t  6 . 3 0 p m  
a n d  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  v o t e d  t o  s e e k  
t h e i r  e v e n i n g ' s  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
e l s e w h e r e .

# # # # # #

F o r  t h o s e  w i t h  N Z $ 2 2 0  + / -  ( d e p e n 
d i n g  o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  'Kiwi' is 
f l o a t i n g  o r  s i n k i n g )  t o  s p a r e :

T h e  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  1 0 t h  I F O R S  
T r i e n n i a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  O p e r a t i o n s  
R e s e a r c h ,  J .P .B r a n s (E d ). 1 9 8 4 .  x x +  
1 1 0 0 p p .  I S B N  0 - 4 4 4 - 8 7 5 6 1 - 1 .

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

★ *

* V A C A N C I E S  *
* *

* T h e  A p p l i e d  M a t h e m a t i c s  D i v i s i o n  *
* o f  D S I R  h a s  v a c a n c i e s  in its *
* O p e r a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  S e c t i o n  a n d  *
* I n d u s t r i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  S e c t i o n .  *
* T h e  O p e r a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  p o s i -  *
* t i o n  is a p e r m a n e n t  on e .  It is *
* b a s e d  in A u c k l a n d  b u t  it m a y  b e  *
* a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  a n  a p p o i n t e e  to *
* h a v e  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  in W e l l i n g -  *
* t on . T h e  I n d u s t r i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  *
* p o s i t i o n  is a t e m p o r a r y  o n e  f o r  *
* o n e  o r  t w o  y e a r s  b u t  it is v e r y  *
* l i k e l y  t o  b e c o m e  p e r m a n e n t .  It *
* is b a s e d  W e l l i n g t o n .  *
* *

* F o r  b o t h  v a c a n c i e s  t h e  w o r k  w i l l  *
* i n v o l v e  t a k i n g  p a r t  in A M D ' s  *
* s e r v i c e s  f o r  I n d u s t r y  a n d  G o v -  *
* e r n m e n t .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  c a r r y i n g  *
* o u t  p r o j e c t s ,  p r o v i d i n g  a d v i c e  *
* a n d  c o n d u c t i n g  s e m i n a r s  f o r  c l i -  *
* e n t s .  C u r r e n t l y  t h e  O p e r a t i o n a l  *
* R e s e a r c h  S e c t i o n  h a s  i n t e r e s t s  *
* in t r a n s p o r t / l o c a t i o n  p r o b l e m s ,  *

* i n v e n t o r y  c o n t r o l ,  p r o d u c t i o n  *
* s c h e d u l i n g  a n d  s i m u l a t i o n .  T h e  *
* I n d u s t r i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  S e c t i o n  is *
* p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in q u a l -  *
* i t y  a s s u r a n c e  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  *

* e x p e r i m e n t s .  *
*  *

* T h e  a p p o i n t e e s  w i l l  a l s o  be e n -  *
* c o u r a g e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  r e s e a r c h  *
* in a r e a s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  *

* D i v i s i o n .  *

* Re q u  i r e m e  n t s :
* - G o o d  h o n o u r s  d e g r e e ,  M S c ,

* D i p l o m a ,  o r  Ph D .
* - A b i l i t y  to u s e  c o m p u t e r  pack-

* a g e s .
* - A b i l i t y  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e ,
* - P o t e n t i a l  t o  s o l v e  p r a c t i c a l

* p r o b l e m s .
* - E n t h u s i a s m ,  c o m m o n s e n s e ,
* i n i t i a t i v e ,  e t c .

* A p p l y  to:
* T h e  D i r e c t o r ,  *
* A p p l i e d  M a t h e m a t i c s  Di v . *

* D S I R ,  *
* P . O .  B o x  1 3 3 5  *
* W e l l i n g t o n  *
* * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



M E R V  R O S S E R  - P A S T  P R E S I D E N T

L a s t  O c t o b e r ,  P r o f  M e r v  R o s s e r  

r e s i g n e d  as O R S N Z  P r e s i d e n t  a f t e r  
h o l d i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  f o r  4 y e a r s .  
He w a s  t h e  f i r s t  o u t - o f - W e l l i n g t o n  
p r e s i d e n t .  It w a s  a b o l d  m o v e  f o r  
t h e  S o c i e t y . "  s a y s  M e r v .  B u t  it 
it w o r k e d  a n d  it b r o u g h t  W e l l i n g 
t o n  a n d  A u c k l a n d  c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r .

U n d e r  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  A u c k l a n d  

B r a n c h  g r e w  t o  52 m e m b e r s ,  a n d  
t o t a l  O R S N Z  m e m b e r s h i p  i n c h e d  u p  
f r o m  200 t o  212. M e r v  c o n s t a n t l y  

p u s h e d  f o r  h i g h e r  s u b s c r i p t i o n s .  
"We s e l d o m  v a l u e  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  
c o s t s  us l i t t l e , "  h e  s a y s .  " We  
n e e d  m o r e  m o n e y  to  a t t r a c t  o v e r 
s e a s  v i s i t o r s  a n d  t o  u p g r a d e  t h e  
n e w s l e t t e r . "  W h i l e  M e r v  w a s  P r e s i 
d e n t ,  f a m o u s  n a m e s  l i k e  R o l f e  T o m 
l i n s o n  a n d  H a r v e y  W a g n e r  v i s i t e d  
N e w  Z e a l a n d ;  a n d  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  

b l o s s o m e d  i n t o  c o l o u r  (a nd  s h e d  
e d i t o r s  l i k e  s n a k e s k i n s ) .

[One o f  M e r v ' s  t r e a s u r e d  m e m o r i e s  
iwas t he  R o y a l  r e c e p t i o n  in 198 3.  
f"I w a n t  to  s e e  P r i n c e  C h a r l e s  a n d  
P r i n c e s s  Di ,"  he s a i d .

tORSNZ a p p r e c i a t e s  M e r v ' s  w o r k  a n d  
l e a d e r s h i p .  C o u n c i l  r e m e m b e r s  h i s  
■warmth a n d  h i s  g u i d a n c e .

B R U C E  B E N S E M A N  - N E W  P R E S I D E N T

;Bruce B e n s e m a n  b e c a m e  O R S N Z  P r e s i -  
jdent a f t e r  a l o n g  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p .  
["I r e a l l y  t r i e d  t o  a v o i d  t h e  j o b , "  
[he s a i d .  He w a s  W e l l i n g t o n  B r a n c h

!
 S e c r e t a r y / T r e a s u r e r  f o r  2 y e a r s ,  
t h e n  s p e n t  7 y e a r s  o n  C o u n c i l ,  
f i r s t a s  T r e a s u r e r  t h e n  a s  V i c e -  
P r e s i d e n t .

B r u c e  w o r k s  at t h e  A p p l i e d  M a t h e 
m a t i c s  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  D S I R  a s  a n  

O R  c o n s u l t a n t .  " I t s  a g r e a t  j o b  - 
p l e n t y  o f  p r a c t i c a l  p r o b l e m s  a n d  
no t e a c h i n g  d u t i e s . "  W h e n  y o u  w a l k  
into h i s  r o o m  y o u  m e e t  a c l e a r  
d e s k  a n d  a n  a m b e r  V T 2 2 0  w i n k i n g  at 
you. " M y  b o s s  t h i n k s  I a m  a c o m p u 
ting f r e a k , "  he s a y s ,  " b u t  t o d a y ' s  
p a c k a g e s  h a v e  r e v o l u t i o n i s e d  s t a t 
i s t i c s  a n d  o p t i m i s a t i o n .  A n d  v i s 

u a l  s i m u l a t i o n  is v e r y  e x c i t i n g . "

B r u c e  c u r r e n t l y  s p e c i a l i s e s  in 
v e h i c l e - s c h e d u l i n g  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n -  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  p l a n n i n g .  He h a s  a l s o  
w o r k e d  o n  p o r t  s t u d i e s  a n d  e c o n o 
m i c  p l a n n i n g  m o d e l s .  H o w  d o e s  he 
m a n a g e  s o  m a n y  p r o j e c t s  a t  o n c e ?  
" F i r s t  t h i n g s  f i r s t ,  s e c o n d  t h i n g s  
l a t e r .  O u r  D S I R  c h a r g i n g  p o l i c y  
h e l p s  s e l e c t  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  p r o 

j e c t s  ."

H e  l o o k s  o u t  t h e  w i n d o w . W e l l i n g t o n  

H a r b o u r  s p a r k l e s  b e l o w .  " C o m e  f o r  
a r u n  w i t h  u s . "  B r u c e  h a s  b e e n  
a d d i c t e d  t o  r u n n i n g  f o r  22 y e a r s .  
I d e c l i n e .  C l i m b i n g  W e l l i n g t o n  
h i l l s  is c r a z y  in a n y  w e a t h e r .

F e l i c i t y  F e r r e t .

( S q u i r m ,  s q u i r m .  Ed.)

People
AMD, Wellington must not be the place to 
be in 1985, in addition to the Editor's 
temporary departure,

Tim Ball has taken leave to inaugurate 
the Deming Institute in Auckland.
Peter Thakurdas has returned to AMD's 
substation in Auckland.
Graeme Edwards has left AMD (Auckland) 
for the riches of the private sector. 
Rona Bailey replaces Gary Eng at AMD. 
Former newsletter editor, Patrick 
Gargiulo. has changed his address yet 
again. This time he is trying his luck 
in Auckland.
Paul Margetts has returned to his 
homeland (temporarily?) and is working 
for British Robotic Systems in London.
We are pleased to announce the betrothal 
of former Wellington branch secretary/ 
treasurer, John Haves, to Cathy Randall.



S T U D E N T  N E W S

FORTHCOMING 
CONFERENCES

Here .

May 20-24 Pacific Statistical 
Congress (Auckland 
University)

and overseas ...

April

April

May

August

12,13

29- 
May 2

13,14

5- 9

26-28

September 10-13

25-27

October 2,3,4

O.R. Symposium on 
Decision Support 
(National University 
of Singapore)
ORSA/TIMS Meeting: 
"OR/MS & High Tech", 
Boston
2nd NOAS Conference 
on O.R. in the Energy 
Sector (Oslo)
XII International 
Symposium on 
Mathematical 
Programming (MIT, 
Cambridge, 
Massachusetts) 
Australian Society for 
Operations Research,
7th National Conference 
(Adelaide)
U.K. Operational 
Research Society Annual 
Conference (Durham)
O.R. Models on 
Microcomputers (Lisbon, 
Portugal)
Systems Analysis 
Applied to Water and 
Related Land Resources 
(Lisbon)

Further details may be obtained from 
Vicky van den Broek-Mabin, Box 904, 
Wellington (Ph. 727-855).

A l t h o u g h  it is o n l y  a f e w  w e e k s  

i n t o  the a c a d e m i c  y e a r ,  s t u d e n t  
m e m b e r s  s h o u l d  a l r e a d y  be g i v i n g  
s o m e  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t a k i n g  a d v a n 

t a g e  o f  th e  ( f i n a n c i a l )  b e n e f i t s  
t he  S o c i e t y  o f f e r s .

T h o s e  d o i n g  p r o j e c t s  s h o u l d  c o n 
s i d e r  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e i r  w o r k  f o r  
t he  S t u d e n t  P a p e r  P r i z e .  $ 2 0 0  f o r  
1st p r i z e  a n d  $ 1 0 0  f o r 2nd m e a n s  
t h a t  its w o r t h  th e e f f o r t  w r i t i n g  
it u p  in a f o r m  s u i t a b l e  f o r the 
c o m p e t i  t i o n .

T h e  S o c i e t y  a l s o  o f f e r s  t r a v e l  
g r a n t s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  w i s h i n g  to 
a t t e n d  t he  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e .  W i t h  
t he  C o n f e r e n c e  in W e l l i n g t o n  t h i s  

y e a r ,  j o b - s e e k e r s  c o u l d  u s e  the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  to ' k n o c k  o n  a f e w  
d o o r s '  w h i l e  in t h e  C a p i t a l .

M o r e  d e t a i l s  o n  b o t h  in a l a t e r  
n e w s l e t t e r .

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

New members since the last newsletter 
are:

Douglas Bowering - Auckland University 
(student)

Mr C.K.G. Darkey - MAF, Ag. Research, 
Wellington


